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LABORATORY REPORT 

A laboratory report is the responsibility of an individual. Data may be secured by a team of 
two students, but under no circumstances may a student use data belonging to a different 
team. The lab supervisor must initial all data collected in the lab before the student leaves the 
lab. 

A sample format of a laboratory report is as follows: 

Name:................ 

Study group No. 
Date:.................. 

Experiment No.: .... 
Title of the experiment: ........... 

A laboratory report consists of the following parts: 

1. Purpose of the experiment - a short statement of the object of the experiment. 
2. List of apparatus - identify all measuring apparatus. List the name of apparatus and 

manufacturer, model number and serial number (if available). Specify the range of values 
covered, the least count of the scale and the instrumental limit of error. 

3. Data - all measurements must be recorded directly into the laboratory notebook. Data 
should not be taken on scrap paper and then recopied into the report. Data should be 
presented in a table whenever possible. Place the units of the measured quantities at 
the top of the data columns. 

4. Computations outline - state all formulas. Identify all symbols. Substitute one set of 
data into each different formula. Number the steps followed in such a way that your 
approach may be easily understood. Calculate the error. Pay special attention to 
the error of indirect measurements. 

5. Graphs - when graphs are required draw them carefully in ink. The axis should be 
clearly labelled. 

6. Results and conclusions - list the numerical results as found in the computation outline. 
When stating results, express answers in powers of ten with proper units and range of 
error. Pay attention to your number of significant figures. Compare your experimental 
result with the accepted value. State the percentage of deviation. Discuss the value of 
a particular result as indicated by error analysis. Discuss the meaning of your graphical 
results. This discussion is an individual task. No team partner should copy another team 
member's work. 
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